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 POLICY FOR ART AND DESIGN 

 

This policy reflects the school values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning 

of Art and Design. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can 

operate and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 

The policy should be read in conjunction with the scheme of work for Art and Design, which 

sets out in detail what pupils in different classes will be taught. 

This document is intended for all teaching staff, school governors and parents. 

ART AND DESIGN – INTENT 

At St James’ C of E Primary School, we believe that high quality Art lessons will inspire 

children to think innovatively and develop creative understanding. 

Our Art curriculum provides children with opportunities to develop their skills using a range 

of media and materials. Children learn the skills of drawing, painting, printing, collage, 

textiles, 3D work and digital art and are given the opportunity to explore and evaluate 

different creative ideas. Children will be introduced to a range of works and develop 

knowledge of the styles and vocabulary associated with famous artists. The skills they 

acquire are applied to their cross-curricular topics, allowing children to use their art skills to 

reflect on and explore topics in greater depth. It is paramount that art-work be purposeful; be 

this as a means of expression or to explore the styles of other artists that inspire our own 

work. Pupils should be clear what the intended outcomes are and have a means to measure 

their own work against this. In Art, children are expected to be reflective and evaluate their 

work, thinking about how they can make changes and keep improving. This should be 

meaningful and continuous throughout the process, with evidence of age-related verbal and 

written reflection. Children are encouraged to take risks and experiment and then reflect on 

why some ideas and techniques are successful or not for a particular project. 

 

Aims and Objectives for Art and Design 

The aims of Art and Design at St James’ School are to: 

• Develop knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of art and design. 

• Develop the pupils’ ability to observe, learn about and record from the world about 

them. 

• Use a variety of materials tools and processes, including ICT, safely, experimentally 

and with increasing confidence, technical control and skill. 

• Develop the pupils’ ability to express their own responses, feelings and ideas using 

visual, tactile, verbal and written means where appropriate. 

• Recognise the contribution that art makes to learning in other subjects and aspects 

such as Literacy, numeracy and the spiritual and moral dimensions 



• Develop an increasing knowledge and understanding of the contribution of artists, 

designers and craftspeople to this and other cultures, past and present. 

• Develop the ability to discuss and evaluate their own work and that of others in a 

constructive, but critical manner, developing a specialist vocabulary. 

• Develop the ability to recognise different kinds of art, craft and design and why and 

how they are different. 

• Develop aesthetic sensibilities so that they can respond sensitively and thoughtfully. 

• Develop the pupils’ ability to develop their own unique and personal ideas, working 

with increasing independence. 

 

Planning 

Art is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum.  Our school is using the ‘St James 

Curriculum.’  This is based upon the new Lancashire Curriculum which has been approved 

by advisors and HMI.   

Art is organised to develop specific subject teaching skills and techniques as well as 

integrating with other subjects. The scheme of work also encourages the development of both 

subject teaching and cross curricular themes and skills. 

Learning opportunities are sequenced to ensure progression, and to provide pupils with 

practical experience with a range of media both 2D and 3D including educational visits, the 

use of published resources for teacher planning, images, artefacts and ICT where appropriate. 

We carry out our planning in Art in three phases: long term, medium term and short term. 

Long Term: Each key stage has an overview which sets out the key learning in Art and 

Design which has to be covered, this ensures that there is progression between each key 

stage. The Lancashire Curriculum overview maps out art skills and focuses which are to be 

covered in each term during each year group, although they can be covered in any order 

throughout the year. 

Medium Term: We use the Lancashire Curriculum Medium Term Plans which individual 

teachers annotate to meet the needs of their individual classes. They can also use existing 

resources available in school for skill building, technique ideas.   

Short Term: In our short term planning (i.e. activity plans) we draw upon all of the above.  

The activities in Art are planned so that they build upon the prior learning of the children.  

We give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and 

understanding and we also build progression into the scheme of work so that the children are 

increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 

Teaching and Learning 



The class teachers teach all pupils’ art and design for one hour or the equivalent each week. 

When it is appropriate, the time is put together to enable more sustained work. Most teaching 

is to the whole class, covering a full range of art, craft and design and using a variety of 

different tools and techniques over each key stage. 

All pupils experience a variety of materials and processes in both 2D and 3D; including 

drawing, painting, collage, printing, textiles, digital media and sculpture. 

The 3 main teaching sequences are: exploring and developing ideas, by looking at the work 

of other artists, craftspeople and designers from different times and cultures; experimenting 

with media and mark making and finally, evaluating and developing work. Pupils are 

encouraged to evaluate and talk about their work during and after they have made it. 

 Pupils are encouraged to work in collaboration when making large-scale work. 

Art and Design is also used to support and extend teaching and learning activities in other 

curriculum subjects through the making of paintings, drawings or other outcomes. 

Differentiation 

In art activities, differentiation is mainly by outcome, though in cases where pupils have 

special educational needs, there may be the need to differentiate the task. Care will be taken 

to ensure that ‘critical studies’ activities do not disadvantage the less able. 

Where appropriate, any children identified as AGT, will be registered in accordance with the 

Gifted and Talented policy. Class teachers and subject leaders will hold the details of those 

children concerned. 

Equal Opportunities 

The whole school policy on equal opportunities will be adhered to in art activities. It is the 

responsibility of all teachers to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, including 

gifted pupils, ethnicity and social circumstance, have access to the curriculum and make the 

greatest progress possible. Teachers will ensure that throughout the year, pupils are exposed 

to a balance of artists from both genders, and from a range of cultures, both European and 

non-European. 

As a school, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils have equal opportunities in Art and 

design, regardless of race, gender or disability. 

Resources 

A basic range of materials is available in each classroom to ensure continuity of experience 

as the child progresses through the school. Staff have the opportunity to supplement these 

materials according to need, from the central resource cupboard in the Junior Hall. 

Pupils should learn how to resource and collect materials and equipment for their work in 

KS1 and this routine is continued in KS2. 



The library holds a selection of reference books on some artists, movements in art and 

general art/craft ideas books. 

Extra Curricular Opportunities 

Children are given the opportunity to experience art and design beyond the classroom. For 

example, by visiting galleries; inviting artists into school; experiencing sculptures on nature 

walks and within the school grounds. 

ICT  

ICT is used to enrich the art curriculum, in a variety of ways throughout the school. 

Interactive whiteboards and the internet are used to present the work of other artists’ 

craftspeople and designers from different times and cultures. Digital cameras are used to 

record children’s experiences and work and PC’s with a variety of software packages are 

used by both teachers and pupils to plan, develop and enhance work. 

The Foundation Stage 

Within the Expressive Arts and Design Strand of the Early Years Foundation Stage, a wide 

range of skills and experiences are covered. 

Assessment 

Assessment is used to inform future planning and to provide information about individuals 

throughout their time in school.  

Work is planned and differentiated by outcome. 

The subject leader is beginning to develop a portfolio of work exemplifying a range of work 

at different levels. 

Assessment techniques used will ensure that teachers assess the ongoing process and not just 

the finished products or outcomes. 

These techniques will include: 

• Teachers’ observations of pupils 

• Teacher-pupil discussion and teacher questioning 

• Examples of pupils’ work – photographs of display 

• Pupils’ ongoing analysis of their achievements 

• Photographs of children engaged in art and craft activities 

• School portfolio 

Display 

Display of children’s work can be used positively to celebrate achievement. It can also 

encourage discussion and appraisal by the children about the way a project has developed and 

changed. Displays should be interactive where possible, through the use of written questions. 



Starting points and resources for the theme can be displayed with the finished work for 

review and appraisal by the class. 


